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My friend, Robert Thurston,
is a man whose real character
ami that Indicated by his ap
pearance, are as far tlifferenl
as can be Imagined. He is the
proverbial "black sheep" ol

the family, and yet, despite all
his vi Illness, he lias often been
mistaken for a clergyman, Here
is the story of one of my
oomadic friend's adventures, as
related by himself:

1 was In Paris. The city and
its ways were well known to
me, " iiiie my circle of acquaint-
ances was not small.

One day while wandering
about the city alone, I came ttt
a st a ml hi II at the corner of on
of the most fashionable streets.
A man passed me who looked
very searchlngly into, my face.
In a few minutes he returned
and again favored me with that
annoying stare.

"I beg your pardon, monsieur
but is not this Alans?

The man was siucere, and I
comprehended that I was mis
taken for some other person,
but I was about deny all knowl
edge when the desire for a little
sport evercame my more seri-
ous inclinations, and 1 gravely
replied:

I am so called."
"I thought it must be so,"

be continued, with an air of sat-
isfaction. 'Those black crosses
are too uncommon to be seen in
large number on this corner at
ibe appointed hour."

I bowed slightly. I knew
my strange friend referred to
the ebon cross that hung over
my white shirt bosom, but for
all that his words were most
mysterious.
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B. O. WOOD,
You are nearly an hour be- -

fore time," continued the un- -

known, "but il yn are ready i

we will at once proceed l the
residence of my master."

"Quite ready." I replied;
"lead on. "

I lad vou been present, my
dear fellow, yon would, with-- i

out doubt, have been greatly '

shocked at the course i was
taking; but it ust suited me,

and I saw before me a prospect
ol rich pleasure.

So 1 followed on alter my
guide, who linally paused be-

fore one of the most pretentions
mansions of the city, and ap-

plied for admission. While we

waited for an answer to Ins
summons, I read the name upon
the door plate of the mansion.
It was M. Jules Levaue,

The servant who answered
the bell admitted us without
question, and n-- companion
conducted me through several
rooms into the library, and then
left me with the announcement
that he would at once send M.

Levant to my presence.
The mystery was deepening.

This house, with its magnifi-
cence, was such as might well
be inhabited by a prince, and
began to fear 1 had carried my
joke too far.

The reflection that it was now
too late to retreat caused me to
determine to keep up the

for a time longer, and I
heard advancing footsteps with
the utmost tranquility.

i

A tall, Imperious-lookin- g man
Ol about 50 years entered, aud,
while saluting me, kept his
gate constantly fixed upon me.

'You are the clergyman sent
here by Col. de Lisle?" he ques-
tioned, abruptly.

"Sent to the corner of
and streets," I amended,
at a venture.

"And you are the gentleman
who was 'directed to answer
to the i.ame of Alaris?"

" lam "

"Very good. Did Col. de
Lisle inform you as to the na-

ture of the business in handy"
"He did not," I ventured to

affirm.

"Very well; I will make it
plain to you. First, however, I
presume you are the bold, fear-
less man Col. de Lisle agreed
to send to me one willing to
perform a bold deed for a pecu-

niary inducement?"
"Col. de Lisle knew his busi-

ness." I returned with an em-

phatic nod.
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Honroe City, Mo.
'Then, monsieur, we will at-

tend to blisiuesH at once. As
you have, perhaps, learned, my
name is . Jule Levaue I am
believed to be very wealthy,
but really I am not worth a
thousand loUIS d'ors, Ten years
ago I lost nearly my whole for-

tune by the failure of a scheme
in which I had speculated large-
ly, Ruin stared me in the lace.

knew not what to do in such a
fearful situation. Accustomed
from my youth to a life of luxu-
ry and ease, and looked upon as
a man whom princes dared not
slight, the idea of falling was
too terrible for contemplation,

'Thus situated, l did what
nearly every other man would
have done in my situation. I

had a ward, given to my charge
five years previously, by her
lying lather, my early friend.

This ward was very wealthy,
and all her property was under
my control. To save my life
from ruin I appropriated her
fortune that has for ten years
kept my head above the tide.
Now my ward has reached the
age at which her fortune was to
be placed conditionally in her
hands. Monsieur, what shall l
do? Rule is inevitable if i give
up her money."

"Let me hear your plan,"
said I.

"I have a son, L't years of
age, the heir of my respectibili-t- y

and my poverty. If Louis
and Marie were to marry, the
fortune would not "eed to leave
my control, and all would be
well."

"Then, let them marry."
"Ah, thaf is the trouble.

M;rie refuses to wed my son."
I began to comprehend the

plot, and resolved to carry out
the part 1 had undertaken.

"Proceed," said I, blindly.
"Did you ever hear of a mar-

riage ceremony being perform-
ed where the bride refused to
give her consent to the union?"
demanded M. Jules Levaue,
tixing a gaze upon me as though
he would read my very thought.

"Frequently," I replied, care-
lessly.

"I asked the same question of
Col. de Lisle." said the old vil-Ha-

with an air of relief, "and
he gave me an affirmative re-

ply. He furthermore promised
to send a clergyman to the cor-
ner of and streets, at
2 o'clock p. m. today, who
would be kind enough to per-
form snch a ceremony. Col. de

Lyons this morning on Impor
taut bUsindSS, SO lie could lint
be present. It was agreed,
however, that the reverend gen-

tleman should wear upon his
breast a peculiar black cross,
aud il was by that my man rec-

ognised him."
M. Levaue here arose and

went to a desl in one corner of
the room. This he unlocked,
and took therefrom a stout can-

vas bag, which was hall tilled
with glittering gold. He laid
the bag before me and then con
t Inued :

"Now, Monsieur, Marie Duel)

ane must wed my son. If you
perform that ceremony this
gold is yours."

I diil not hesitate an Instant;
but pocketing the "old, bade
the scheming guardian lead the
way to the bridal chamber.

I found the bride elect, a most
beautiful girl, to be firmly op
p ised to the union contemplat
ed by her guardian, and so 1

applied to M. Levaue fori. per
mission to argue the case with
her. He readily consented to
this, aud I took the unwilling
bride aside aud explained the
circumstances of the case to
her. She was at first inclined
to doubt my statements, but I
succeeded in convincing her of
my truthfulness at length, and
by my advice she consented to
let the ceremony proceed, when
assured that it would be a mere
farce.

Levane was delighted at my
success as a diplomatist, and
the marriage was at once per-
formed. Mile. Marie acted the
part of the unwilling, but sub
missive, bride to perfection,
and I venture to say my part
was cieditably performed,
thanks to the experiance I had
had in our miniatnre plays at
home.

After partaking of a bounti-
ful supper I left the Levanes,
fat her a ml son. in raptures, and,
with the bag of gold in my
pocket, proceeded to the oflice
of the chief of police, where I
told my story and demanded
justice for the unfortunate
ward of M. Jules.

I need not dwell on what fol-

lowed. Marie Duchane recov-
ered her fortune and soon after
married a worthy young man
New York News.

THE "ANGELUS" WOMAN.

The Original of Millet's Famous
Picture Still Lives at Barbison.

Lisle was obliged to start fo ; Woman's Home Companion:

Harbison, n little villa ge n the
midst of the forest of Fontaine
bleau, a short distance from
fa lis, has become n ll of pil-

grimage for man admireM of
Millet's work, and particularly
for those who know thai the
woman who suggest d I" the
great painter his I into IH picture
of "The Angetu ' itill lives
there In a liii le c 1 laire a
slniic':, throw f iii she
was born. Mete Adulu'i home
is a small vine-cla- collate, in
which she lives a uga but
comfortable life, troubled only
by the over Inquisitive tourist!
and by her rheuinnti in She
must ha Ve been an alt ractl ve
woman once for BVi H HOW al- -

though Bhe has " ed the
passing ol more than t hree
score years ami leu, ihei'i are
traces of former beauty in her
wrinkled lace.

Mere Adele has wm n h r lin-

gers blunl by toll, and hei form
is bent under In burdens she
has had to bent hen she
looks at yoil her Hinile Is like a
benediction, ami he beautiful
thltlgS of ea I'lli .ii.' l.i i lost
upon her. I ler mal r Is cheer-
ful, as one who feels she has
not lived in vain !i questioned
closely she will tell you of the
day when the great artist came
through the dense forest with
his wile and children, leaving
behind him the ga city l Par-
is with its schools ol painting
aud its models. She knows a
great deal of the verv hard
days which followed for .lean
Francois Millet the toll, the
anxiety, the disappointments
She nursed his Hve children,
and did the little Held word in
the garden adjoining the cot-
tage. When ne saw uis nurse
girl, Adele aud her father rev-

erently bowing their heads in
prayer at the ringing of the Ati-gelu-

he conceived the picture
which, if not his best work, is
yet Hie best known, anil the
one most appreciated by the
people.

A BACHELOR'S REFLECTIONS.
We mostly repent only when

we have to.

One excuse makes a lie and
two make perjury.

Children are the links that
hold many a weak marriage
chain together.

The more children a woman
has the less she seems to learn
about human nature.

When a woman asks a man
whom her baby looks like she
can't belp blushing aud looking
guilty.

Every woman is a good act-

ress till she goes on the stage.
There is one thing a woman

never can understand, and that
is herself.

When the devil has his cholc.
as to instruments he first pick-

ed jealousy.
If there weren't any bad men

to be horrible examples, proba-
bly there wouldn't be any good
women to be shining examples.

When a man can make a wom-

an believe that he can't help
thrilling at her voice she feels
she has to marry him so that
she can turn the current on
whenever she feels like it.

GRAND OLD MISSOURI.

Last Friday State Treasurer
Pitts sent to the Americau Ex
change Bank ot New York, th
States' fiscal ngt., his check
f795,000 to redeem the u

cent option bouds. He sent
other check for lttl,735 with
which to pay interest on same.
This will make a reductiou of
$1,KX).000 for the year and the
insignificant of indebtedness
$0,000,000. That is Democracy.
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